ress by Heong i the o REA Staff 
er a ~ Beceniber ag rl, 1908 


rer 


_ When Mrs, Haines, after 13 years of service in 
REA, retired from Government service, the 

- Administrator asked her to talk to the entire 
staff at a special meeting in Jefferson Audito- 
rium. In his invitation to her, he said: / 


: “The. Hemet of vision and the unfailing spirit 

_ of devotion which you have brought to this pro- 
gram have had an ever widening influence on the 
thinking and attitudes of many people in the 
Federal service and throughout rural America. 
Iam sure that what you will have to say to us ; 
in REA on this occasion will be well worth 
Pere in the days and years ehead." 


The Administrator himself presided at the meeting. 
» is usual, Mrs, Haines spoke from the heart, fecl- 
ingly. On this one time her talk was: amen’ down 
verbatim, for the benefit of her ne Inv “friends >), ‘ 
throughout the REA program who will not want to 
miss what she had to say’on this acc isTons 
: { 
he: Mr. Re cleedt memo came to my desk I was very deeply content as I 
a etre ay of you would Say been. ‘ake then I read on the euliawad 


iho! Thave watched the We srinecan scene for over ante yoars, tee Wicks ard, 
eall ly mean watched it, and I shell never cease to wonder at the 
chvhad its beginning, its official beginning, on May 11, 1935, 
‘agency could be set up that would reach so far, reach so many 
ALUN on down deep into their lives...millions of then we noped. 


our cars and we rode up and down eee eo ices here just to ‘soe 

c The anazement and wonder and joy in that woman's face I shall 
jel enave telt Many tines very much as ishe felt, when I) have 

vor ‘this country and ‘known of the hundreds of ‘thousands of farm 


i 


og. an oF she Aah thirteon aii 


r ve program. The would be_ Gon si oe that no aicteiae 
i de in wad way, but I see no reason why anyone’ should regret 


rn 
ey 


own ee for iadteeee SV 
can have electricity." I-said, iby dear man, ates tes years ago very. few 
people in the United States ceeneure that farmers could destilea: electric me 

He could hardly believe that. ee 


I think that is one thing for all of you who remain in this wonkatod 
remember -- that the things we do in this program, the kind of rural Rp 
America we help to build is the kind of rural America which people alt . 
over the world will come to look at end make it a pattern for their own 
countries. ; ; 
I em thinking of the jobs that have been done, the techniques that have 
been established by our Engineering, our Management, our Applications | 
and Loans, our Finance and Power Divisions, \Those techniques for doing | 
those particular jobs have been fairly well established by this time 
and in these years -- and we must never forget that we fought in a. ae 
either. In these years the top fifty percent of ‘the people of rural) 
America have hod their lives benefited by the work .done by you people 
here, benefited beyond what most people roalize who have not lived on the 
farm at sometime in their lives, For the bottom fifty percent (or nearly 
that) of the people who are -yot waiting for the electric lines to come t 
ae cone there are many new techniques hes will have nS be evolved A 


tives secure and seeing Ghicta ownersnip shall remain in the nands of ee 
rural penne themselves. ie 


There is a new job to be done and I think not too much time can be spent 
in getting et it in a vigorous way. I am speaking of an educational job © 
which will go out to the members of these cooperatives, an educational 
job that will show them that, they have one of tne finest techniques for 
better living within their own hands when they learn to use clectricity ' 
efficiently and productively. But we must go far beyond that to bring | 
security,to these cooperatives, They must learn the value of working ‘ 
together, They must learn whet the pover is within their own hands. The 
must learn that it is not enough to make any farm family secure if they 
have not made a community a fit place in which: to lives The. benefits opuae 
electricity must reach, I ‘think, out to the ferthest dirt road there isviam 
and wherever the lines go out people must go and take the story On what — ah 
it means to be a member of a cooperative, lf they are good; active, ‘ 

informed members of a cooperative, they are very apt to be goodic 
I em sure, Mr. Wickard, that\ REA is now! going to be able ito/do® this” 
alone, and since that is true and we all know ae is eres who have 


gram, we fee join hands with all of the groups of cis and 
uals who are interested in building a better rural Americas: — 


good many EN how many people in this country, perhaps how 
peo e even in this agency, realize the new wisdom that is being 

in the minds and the hearts of rural pcople in this’ country. They 
lemselves now as able to call upon the Government to help them fill 
leeds -- their educational needs and housing needs and health needs 
ir community needs. I am not sure but I believe that this agency 
helped to educate these people into a better Imnowledge of what they 
in this agency and in their Government, This is one of the agencies 
whi h has brought the Government os to ie Ae segment of our Deeie ve 


am Peaking right now of just a few of the Rupees who long years ago 

} id a vision of what rural America might be because they knew what its 
resources were. They knew what we ned in our population, where we have 
drawn upon the good and the bad from every country in the world, They 
ad faith and they had vision end together they have built something here 
at is not to be found in eny other part of the world. We see it today — 
working in the new thinking, the new desires and the new hopes that they 
ave wheh they go to our openness and ask for help in bringing all these 
w things about. They are not asking for charity but for help -- help 
.a scale so that we will in the future have rural America well housed 
a be able to fill their desires for hoalth facilities, for good schools 
id good churches, and for people prepared to do their jobs all up and 
waa the line. 


am not a prophet of doom by any manner of means, I could not have 

red/as long and seen as much of this development in my life withoute 
being a confirmed optimist, and I think my work in this agency -~ to 

shave worked here with those who have dedicated their scrvices to this 

i icular job over a long period of years -- would give me faithinop only \ 
our people but in the agency in which they ere working beyond anything 
ch could have happened to me outside of the work in this agency. 


n we take into consideration the fact that our enemies never slcep, 

t indicates to me that none of us must ever sleep too long. We must 
OW who they are, and how they work, and what they have to work with, 

1d then we will be better able to build our own bulwarks of defense. It 
s my belief that there is nothing, nothing at all, thet is compar2ble to 
the informed and intelligent members of these peeberataee to. rng 

ngth and security to them, and while they arc building that, they are 
cane a rural America which the whole pg will look at. 


aie said that "History is very largely a matter of biographies," 
when I get old and deerepit and sit by the fire, I am going to say 
self, "Dear a think of the wonderful noople I have known. I knew 
person, and I knew that person -- Morris Cooke, Mr. Carmody, » 

Py eat Mr, Wickard, Doctor Person, George Long, John Asher , 


Me nee 
A LN 


Mary Payne, Corinne Sutton." 


all these years in REA and no matter where I am o 


shall remember, with the greatest 
tion with the people of REA, You 


joy a human being ¢: 
have been a grand 1 


I am truly grateful -- truly grateful, down deep in my hear 


opportunity to have been a small part of this organization, 


you very much. | iota 
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